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New jobs on line for Delta town 
Cleanup of polluted site snags Helena chemical plant's reopening · 

L. LAMOR WILLIAMS 
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETIE 

Forty or SO jobs may not 
sound like a lot, but in a town 
that's been losing about 2SO 
residents a year since 2000, 
when there's an opportunity 
t.> reopen a plant that's been 
closed for a decade, the hope 
is that it will happen quickly. 

"That's a big deal, 40 or 
SO jobs paying a livable wage 
above $15 an hour would help 
us to $top the bleeding," said 
Helena-West Helena Mayor 

James Valley. "Our popula
tion in 2000 was about 15,000; 
now it's 12,SOO. We want this 
to be a desirable community. 
Fifty jobs would be like a 
home run for a community 
of our size." 

Valley was referring to the 
possibility that a new busi
ness could take over part of 
the defunct Cedar Chemical 
Corp. The company went 
bankrupt.in 2002,leaving its 
48-~ ' PQtential hazard 
to th il and water of 

the Delta community around razing some of the buildings, 
it. The Arkansas Department digging up potentially con
of Environmental Quality taminated soil and covering 
took over the site and has the site with concrete to pre
been working to determine vent any vapors from escap
what cleanup is needed to get ing into the atmosphere. 
it back to the condition where Only about 12 people at
another company could use tended the hearing, with 
it. most of them representing 

Last week. the environ- either the city's Chamber of 
mental-oversight agency Commerce; Itarcros Chemi
held a public hearing in cals Inc., the company inter
Helena-West Helena to take ested in leasing the site; or 
cO~:Rp.aproposed "'t•·. H~a.Che~cal,one of the 
medlatiMf1Jlmfthat includW l "'· '!• setii8WN; Page 58 
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chemical-makers deemed to , 
have left the site chemically ' 
scarred and useless to most 
businesses. . . 

Valley missed the hearing 
because he was attending a 
meeting in Washington, D.C., 
that day, but said he's been ea- . 
gerty:i,waiting an agreement 
betW~t}le Department of 
EnvirOIU'nental Quality and 
Harcros..;::· 

"We ~ been working 
diligently f~r.the past five 
yeax:s toward some reso
lution," he said. "The' city 
stan~"ady to assist in any 
way poSSible to make it hap
pen. Jobs,.,.d economkde
velopmenf~ the keys tQ our 
future." . . .... 

Ryan Ben~field, deputy 
director for the department, 
was chief of the hazardous
waste division when the 
chemicalplant closed. · 

He said getting the clean
up paid for is the major hur• 
dle for the project, which bas 
no timetable or deadlines for 
completion. .. 

So far, none of the half
dozen or so companies court
ed as potential buyers of the 
property, including Hater9s, 
have agreed to take on the 
full cost of cleanup, which is 
expected to be about $15 mil
lion, Benefield said. 

. The state has a Remedial 
Action Trust Fund, money set 
aside for cleanup of proper
ties .when owners can't or 
won't pay to rehabilitate 

. contaminated sites. The fund, 
however, had $12.7 million at 
the end ofF~bruary and must 
also cover the rehabilitation 
of 26 other sites around the 
state, The money comes from 
fines for environmental in
fractions. 

The next two projects 
scheduled to begin soon are 
at R&P Electroplating in 
Fayetteville and Red River 
Aluminum in Stamps. Both 
companies went bankrupt. 
At R&P, recommended ac
tions include the sampling 
of drums, vats, various ducts 

·and hallway carpeting. The 
site was listed on the State 
Priority List in 2000, At Red 
River Aluminum, a smelter 
left behind high chloride lev
els that killed vegetation and 
an on-site ·landfill that must 

.. 'ile Cleaned ana ~;}rith 
concrete. The site was placed 
on the priority list in 2001. . 

The coraplete State Pn
ority List. which incl~des 
descriptiom of the proJects, 
is available at www.adeq. 
state.ar.US/hazwaste/de
fault.htm. 
~ros has agreed to raze 

several of the buildings at the 
Cedar Chemical site at an es

. timated cost of $4.2 million, 
llccording to John Peiserich. 
the company's atto!De~. . 

Peiserich said his chent iS 
seeking to lease the property 
rather than buy it outright. A 
subsidiary, Quapaw Products, 
would operate on part of the 
property, allowing for clean
up as needed on the rest of 
the site, he said. 
. "We believe that our plan 

actually furthers the chance 
of remediation in a much 
quicker fashion because 
we're agreeing to do some of 
the demolition and removal.'' 
Peiserich said. ''Within just a 
few months of signing a lease, 
we could have 20 to SO jobs. 
We see that as a benefit for 
the community which is.very 
supportive of our plan." 

Peiserich said Harcros 
understands that the state 
is leery of allowing more 
chemicals on the site, so Q!la
paw Products would use it to 
make such things as mulch, 
firewood and heat-treated 
pallets. 

Benefield said the Depart
ment could use proceeds 
from the sale or lease of the 
property to pay for part of the 
cleanup costs, but will also 
pursue compensation from 
the parties respon~ible for 
contaminating the site. 

Three companies have 
been identified, as "partially 
responsible parties": Helena 
Chemical Co., Ansul Inc. 
(known at the time of own
ership as The Ansul Co.), aiJd 
ExxonMobil Chemical Co., 
Benefield said. 

Helena Chemical opened 
the facilicy in 1970 and made 
Propanil herbicide. In 1971, 
the plant was sold to Ea~le 
River Chemical, a subsid
iary ofAnsul, which man~
factured Dinoseb, an herbi
cide that was banned in the 

. 1980s. , 
In 1976, ExxonMobil 

Chemical Co. was operating , 
the plant. Ceda~ Fh~mical · 

facilityfj~; .. '········ •. ".· ritrr, . ·····I 

Benefield said that while 
Helena Chemical, Ansul and 
ExxonMobil have not admit
ted culpability, "they have 
identified some other com
panies they feel are partially 
responsible parties." 

While none of the compa
nies admit liability, Benefield 
said they have spent about $3 
million since 2002 investigat
ing and controlling the. site 
with department oversight. 
For example, they've paid for 
mowing and security, as well 
as the study needed to create 
the remediation plan. 

The state won't seek litiga
tion against any P.arty d~xned 
partially responsible~ the 
remediation plan is finalized, 
Benefield said 

"Until the document is 
finalized and we determine 
what the cost and ultimate 
cleanup will be, there's no 
reason to pursue litigation," 
he said. . 

The proposed remediation 
plan is open for public com
ment until 4:30 p.m. Thurs
day. Written comments may 
be mailed to Arkansas De
partment of Environmental 

· Quality, Attention: Clyde E. 
Rhodes Jr., Hazardous Waste 
Division Chief, S301 North
shore Drive, North Little 
Rock, Ark., 72118. Comments 
may be faxed to (SOl) 682-
056S. 

The plan is availabl~ for 
review at the North Little 
Rock address or in Helena
West Helena at the University 
of Arkansas for Medical Sci
. ences Area Health Education 
Centers-Delta, 1393 Highway 
242 South. 

Benefield said any propos
al that shows a better way to 
"effectively and efficiently" 
rehabilitate the site will be 
considered. He said any ma
jor changes to the current 
plan made as a result would 
be openedfor another public 
hearing process. . 

Of particular concern m 
the plan for Charles Tappan 
who operates Black~a~k 
Warehousing and Leasmg m 
the industrial park where the 
site sits, is the call for about 
half a dozen structures to be 
destrQyed. 

"Heel like if they erase all 
value from the site, no .one 
will come into the site," Tap-
pan said. . , . . 

Peiserich d1dn t mdicate 
whether demolition of the 

struetui:~ ..... be a dt;al· 
·breaker-for' -client - if a 
leasing deal can be arranged 
-but did say "I don't see why 
the laboratory has to be tom 
down" and that "we could use 
some of those [buildings) for 
office space or storage." 

"We're a chemical corn
' pany. We c.~n reu.se !hat 
.' equipment, he sal?· We 
. would prefer to use .It her.e, 
· but have other locations [m 
other states) that we could 
send these process units to 

, and put back into use,. but 
that would take those Jobs 
away from the ~el~na-West 
Helena commuruty. . 

Valley said a decision can't 
come soon enough. However. 
it's taken three years for t~e 
state and Harcros to get this 
close to some sort of agree-
ment. . k. 

"It's hard to find wor m 
this area. Machines are re
placing people on the farms 
and many of the jobs left just 
don't pay a livable wage;• he 
said. "Plus, 1 would imag
ine we would get anot~er 
100-150 jobs in spinoff, With 
more people being needed at 
convenience stores and gro-

• eery stores and more people 
needed for yard work, etc. 
We need that to happen." 
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